
Charles and Imri Backler – Cutters

CHAUNTRY MILLS –

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

This photograph appeared in the South-West
Suffolk Echo on May 16, 1931. The article is
about two Haverhill brothers, Charles
Backler (left) and Imri Backler, who
completed a combined period of service at
Chauntry Mills of no less than 113 years.

Imri (born 1863) and Charles (born 1865)
grew up in Chauntry Croft with their 5
siblings. Their parents were silk weaver
John Backler and his wife Kezia nee Radford.

Imri entered employment at the
factory at the age of 10 and for over half
a century had been engaged as a cutter
in the clothing department. For
upwards of 48 years he and his
brother, who was also a cutter,
worked side by side at the same bench.
Charles who started when he was only
12 had completed 54 years service.

1888 An eye witness account:
‘Along one end of the sewing room were a number
of men employed in cutting out by machinery.
About 60 thicknesses of cloth are clamped
together, the pattern is marked on the top, and then
the cutter places the pile against an endless band
knife, which, under his guiding hand, rips through
the stuff with great accuracy.’

Imri was married to Ellen Mizon in 1884. They had
three daughters (Edith, Muriel and Rose) who they
raised at 20 Eden Road. Ellen died in 1900 and the
following year Imri married Mabel Ivens who was
lodging in Eden Road. They had a daughter
Constance. Imri died on 17th February 1934.
All worked at the Mills.

Charles married Kate Willis in 1886. Their first
homes were in Mill Road where their only child
Mabel grew up. By 1939 they had moved to 20 Broad
Street. Mabel was a teacher. Charles died in 1947.
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